Food Scrap Diversion & Management - Tip Sheet #5

How to Engage and Incentivize Community Composting for

Schools, Community Gardens & Neighborhoods

Why Community Composting?

Less methane gas generated in landfills

Reduction of organic material in the waste stream

Cost savings on waste disposal fees

Environmental education opportunities for school curriculums
Improves soil health for community and school gardens

Is Your Organization Ready for Community Composting?

Does the school or garden leadership support a composting project?

Are there committed volunteers and staff ready to take the lead?

Do food service staff and community garden participants have the capacity
to implement the program?

Is there space on site for collection and composting of food scraps?

If not, is there potential funding for transportation of food scraps to a
composting facility?

Is your municipality actively diverting food scraps from the waste stream?

Resources
e NH Farm to School Composting How To Guide
e NH towns with food scrap diversion programs
e School Compost System Start Up Steps (Grow More Waste Less)
e UNH Extension Community Gardens Map

Training

Composting Association of Vermont
School Composting Basics Webinar - NH Farm to School



https://nhfarmtoschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Composting-Guide.pdf
https://www.nrrarecycles.org/resource-library/municipalities-food-waste-diversion-programs-nh
https://www.growmorewasteless.com/_files/ugd/1230a6_948fa25f49ec493494e2e01a780f9ab5.pdf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0fa1f8fb272d4a9abeed19499b691a69
https://www.compostingvermont.org/community-composting
https://nhfarmtoschool.org/webinar-recording-school-composting-the-basics-and-what-to-consider/
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School Composting Examples (Source: NH Farm to School Program)

Oyster River Cooperative School District

This district uses the services of Mr. Fox, which provides composting bins to schools, businesses,
and residents. The company picks up the compost on either a weekly or biweekly schedule at a
designated cost, and provides education on composting to the students and faculty. The fourth
grade class at Moharimet, one of the schools in the district, was the first to begin the composting
project. The fourth grade students were then able to share what they learned with other grades so
that they too could start a composting program. They even went to the other schools (including
middle and high school) to teach those students more about their program.

Belmont High School

Belmont began the composting program with four adults plus a group of students who were part
of a science club at the school. Together this group built a four bin compost outside of the school.
The compost is transported from the school to the bin in a 55-gallon garbage can that is lined with
a plastic bag. The school stated that this is light enough for two students to carry outside together.
The school measures the food scraps prior to bringing them outside to the compost. This allows
them to track their food waste and better estimate the amount of bulking agent needed.

Somersworth Middle School

Somersworth Middle School is starting the composting program with five sixth grade students and
one teacher. The students are planning on educating the rest of the sixth grade on what can and
cannot be composted. Most of this education will take place in the cafeteria when the students
help others determine which bins to place their trash in. This grade will continue composting when
they enter the seventh grade, and the new sixth graders will be educated on the program. Thanks
to the success, Somersworth School District is planning to implement a district-wide composting
initiative.

New Boston Central School
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The sixth grade class at New Boston Central School are the first in their district to start a
composting program. Students have taken the initiative to collect food scraps from the cafeteria
kitchen and bring them outside to their homemade four-bin compost pile. Over the school year,
the students were able to test different composting techniques in a trial and error process to
produce adequate compost that was not too dry or too wet. After several attempts the sixth grade
class struck success with the right consistency by using a tarp in the winter and exposing it to
partial sunlight and rain during the other seasons.

UVLSRPC
September 2024 A program of the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission * Providing >\
technical assistance on food scrap diversion from landfills * Funded by USDA Solid Waste Program ,

For more information contact info@uvlsrpc.org or visit us at www.uvlsrpc.org


mailto:info@uvlsrpc.org

