
New Hampshire Municipal Funding & Project Assistance 
There are several State of New Hampshire programs available to assist municipalities in providing 
waste management programs to residents. These include collecting funds for waste management 
through a motor vehicle registration fee fund and using the State's various waste management 
contracts to benefit from the (often) lower fees for large volumes of materials (e.g., fluorescent 
bulbs). There is also a grant program to assist municipalities in developing a used oil recycling 
collection program. 

Motor Vehicle Reclamation Trust Fund 
Since 1989, New Hampshire law (RSA 261:153) has allowed municipalities to establish a fund for 
collecting and disposing of residents' used tires, motor oil, and motor vehicle batteries. To raise 
money for this fund, called a town reclamation trust fund, municipalities may collect an additional 
amount when residents' vehicles are registered by the town or city clerk. The structure and allowed 
uses of these additional motor vehicle fees are provided below, along with an explanation of how 
towns can create a trust fund. 

Fee Structure 

- $5.00 for heavy vehicles, including mobile homes and house trailers, heavy trucks, buses, 
and truck-tractors whose gross weight exceeds 18,000 pounds 

- $3.00 for automobiles, light vehicles including trucks, and commercial motorized vehicles 
including tractor trailers 

- $2.00 for all-terrain vehicles, agricultural and farm vehicles, historic vehicles, and two-
wheeled vehicles including mopeds, motorcycles, and non-motorized car and boat trailers 

Use of Fees 

$0.50 of each fee collected may be retained by the city or town to cover administrative costs. 

The remaining amounts ($4.50, $2.50, $1.50) shall be deposited into a reclamation trust fund 
established by the town for the purpose of paying for collection and disposal fees for the town's 
motor vehicle wastes. The town may use any excess monies in the fund for the purpose of recycling 
and reclamation of other types of solid waste. 

If the additional fees are collected at the time of vehicle registration, the municipality may not 
charge an additional disposal fee for motor vehicle wastes brought to the municipality's solid waste 
facility. If a registration fee is not charged on a particular vehicle, an additional disposal fee may be 
charged. However, when a fee is charged at the solid waste disposal facility, people may try to bring 
their motor vehicle wastes somewhere else to avoid that fee. This can lead to the improper 
abandonment of the wastes. 

Setting up a Reclamation Trust Fund 

As specified in RSA 31:19 towns may at any annual meeting grant and vote such sums of money as 
they deem necessary to create trust funds. Often these types of funds are set up and used for the 
maintenance and care of libraries, parks, and cemeteries. All such trusts are to be administered by 



a board of trustees (for specifications see RSA 31:22-39). All that is required to establish a 
reclamation trust fund is passage of a warrant article at town meeting. To determine the amount of 
revenue that will be generated by imposing vehicle registration fees for recycling, towns can contact 
the NH Department of Safety and obtain a copy of the distribution of current vehicle registration by 
plate type. 

Communities are urged to collect the fees and to establish a town recycling fund for the collection 
and reclamation of motor vehicle wastes. For information on statewide or regional recycling or 
disposal options, contact: NH Department of Environmental Services, Solid Waste Technical 
Assistance Section at (603) 271-2928 or TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 or visit their web 
site at www.des.nh.gov. 

Oil Collection 
The Department of Environmental Services issues gift grants for the purpose of establishing and 
improving used oil collection centers serving Do-It-Yourselfers who change their own automotive 
oil. Grant funds, up to $2,500 per year, can be used to assist with the purchase of used oil 
management equipment, such as tanks, drums, funnels, gauges, absorbents, secondary 
containment units, concrete pads, sheds, filter bins, filter crushers, safety funnels, spill kits, signs, 
etc. Government entities, including cities and towns, as well as motor vehicle inspection stations 
and some non-profit organizations are eligible to apply for yearly grants related to the collection of 
Do-It-Yourselfer used oil and/or automotive oil filters. Many private service stations or oil change 
locations collect oil at no charge, For more information, visit: https://www.des.nh.gov/business-
and-community/loans-and-grants/used-oil-collection 

Fluorescent Bulbs and Other Mercury-Containing Devices 
Although fluorescent lamps save energy, thereby benefiting the environment, the mercury all 
fluorescent lamps contain is a highly toxic, heavy metal that can harm the environment when spent 
lamps are improperly disposed of. The 106 pounds of mercury annually generated by New 
Hampshire's 2.4 million spent lamps makes fluorescent lamps one of the largest sources of 
mercury in the state. Because there are few recycling or disposal options for homeowners or small 
businesses, only 20 percent to 30 percent of spent fluorescent lamps are properly recycled; the 
rest are generally tossed in the trash with serious environmental and health consequences. 

What kind of lamps can be recycled? 

- 8' and 4' linear fluorescent bulbs 
- Compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) 
- Linear fluorescent bulbs from tanning booths, black lights, grow lamps, etc. 
- Circular fluorescent bulbs 
- High Intensity Discharge car headlights 
- HID lights such as mercury vapor, metal halide, etc. 
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State Contract for Collection 

The State of NH Department of Environmental Services contracts services for the collection of 
fluorescent bulbs. The purpose of the contract is to recycle/dispose of fluorescent lamps and 
ballasts, dry cell batteries and mercury devices for the State of New Hampshire agencies, 
institutions, political subdivisions (including municipalities) and authorized non-profit 
organizations.  

Other Collection Options 

A lot of towns go through Northeast Resource Recovery Association in Epsom, NH. Some stores, 
including Home Depot, have collection boxes in their stores to collect CFLs (compact fluorescent 
lights) from the public--but not the tubes. Find out more about recycling at nrrarecycles.org.  

Thermostat Recycling Program 

The Thermostat Recycling Corporation offers thermostat recycling bins. There is a one-time $25 fee 
for the first bin that covers shipping costs and recycling costs. Towns, HVAC (heating, ventilation, 
and air conditioning) wholesalers and retail stores offer the bins and once the bin is full, there is a 
prepaid mailing label inside the bin. Once a full bin is received for recycling, a new bin is returned at 
no cost to the user. To apply for this program, visit https://thermostat-recycle.org 

Rechargeable Batteries and Cell Phones 

The Call2Recycle® program (call2recycle.org) for rechargeable battery and cell phone recycling is 
available to residents, retailers, businesses, communities, municipalities and public agencies in 
the U.S. and Canada. The program was created in 1994 and is funded by battery and product 
manufacturers to raise awareness about the importance of battery recycling and to promote 
product stewardship initiatives. 

The program collects rechargeable batteries and cell phones for recycling through collection 
locations in the U.S. and Canada. Collection locations consist of retailers, businesses, 
communities, municipalities, and public agencies. They accept batteries and cell phones from 
their staff or the public for recycling. Consumers with a few batteries and/or cell phones to recycle 
can drop-off at any of the Call2Recycle collection locations found at this link: 
https://www.call2recycle.org/locator/ There is no cost to recycle. 

Businesses, communities, municipalities, and public agencies can sign up to become a 
Call2Recycle collection location to collect batteries and cell phones. They can choose to only 
collect from their staff within their organizations or collect from the public. There is no cost to 
participate or to recycle through the Call2Recycle program. The shipping is free if you drop off the 
package at a UPS drop-box or store. 

HHW Waste Collection Grant 
To help communities manage homeowner generated hazardous wastes, the State of New 
Hampshire administers a Household Hazardous Waste grant program. More information can be 
found here: https://www.des.nh.gov/waste/household-hazardous-waste 
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Grants are awarded to eligible sponsors at a designated per capita rate for the communities served, 
up to half the cost of the collection. HHW collection projects have requirements that must be 
completed to be eligible for the grant monies; details can be found in the grant application package. 
One requirement is the educational component, about which the link below can give you more 
information. 

The grant program requires that communities conduct educational activities about household 
hazardous wastes. These educational programs should teach about potential dangers and the 
proper means for disposal, as well as information about ways to reduce the generation of HHW. To 
help communities with the educational component, the Department maintains examples of 
pamphlets, press releases, advertisements, videos, and other informational materials. 

For more information or to obtain an application for the Household Hazardous Waste Grant 
Program, please contact the state’s HHW Coordinator at (603) 271-2047 or via email at   
hhw@des.nh.gov 

Recycling Equipment Grants 

New Hampshire communities are eligible to apply for funding from New Hampshire the Beautiful to 
assist with the purchase of recycling equipment. Grant applications are considered on an 
individual basis and funding may be up to one-half the purchase price of the equipment. These 
grants are to help fund the purchase of curbside collection bins, balers, crushers, roll-off 
containers, and other equipment that will help a community achieve higher diversion rates. The 
purchase of land, studies, or buildings are not eligible. 

Recycling Equipment grant applications are accepted on a rolling schedule, with current 
applications being considered every two months and up to nine months to allow communities to 
purchase and install suitable equipment. Grants are paid as a reimbursement to communities after 
they have purchased the equipment. Priority is given to communities demonstrating the greatest 
need, where the funding can help the greatest number of people, and where money has not been 
previously expended. Equipment purchased with NH the Beautiful grant money must be used 
exclusively for recycling and communities that discontinue their recycling programs must either 
repay the grant or work with NH the Beautiful to transfer the equipment to another community for 
use in recycling. Visti https://nhthebeautiful.org/municipal-recycling-and-storage-equipment-
grants/ for more information. 

For information about obtaining signs through the NH the Beautiful program, visit  
https://nhthebeautiful.org/facility-signs/ 

Grants to Close Unlined Landfills & Incinerators 
Visit the NH DES website on grants for closing unlined landfills and incinerators. Funding is limited 
so you will want to contact DES here: https://www.des.nh.gov/business-and-community/loans-
and-grants/waste#faq36931 
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