Green Stormwater Infrastructure

« Green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) manages stormwater, rain or snowmelt
that does not soak into the ground, using vegetation, soils, and natural processes to
slow, store, and filter runoff close to where it falls.

» GSI can reduce flooding and erosion, improve water quality, and lessen the burden
on gray systems.

» Click on an image to access the Soak up the Rain NH Do-It-Yourself Fact Sheet for
that project to learn more about GSI solutions.

https://www.soaknh.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbem
t741/files/documents/driveway-infiltration-
trench.pdf

Driveway Infiltration Trench

A stone-filled trench on the edge of a driveway to
collect water from the driveway, allowing it to soak
into the ground. It helps reduce stormwater

runoff.

https://www.soaknh.des.nh.gov/sites/qg/files/ehbem
t741/files/documents/infiltration-steps.pdf

Infiltration Steps

Boxed-out, stone-filled steps designed to define
pathways on moderate slopes. They help to
reduce erosion, promote infiltration and are well
suited for shorefront properties.
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https://www.soaknh.des.nh.gov/sites/g
[files/ehbemt741/files/documents/veg
etated-buffer.pdf

Vegetated Buffer

A vegetated area along a waterbody
that stabilizes the shoreline and
provides wildlife habitat and shade.
Buffers help slow down and clean
stormwater runoff.

https://www.soaknh.des.nh.gov/sites/g
[files/ehbemt741/files/documents/veg
etated-swale.pdf

Vegetated Swale

A shallow vegetated channel
used to direct runoff. The
plants stabilize the soil, reduce
erosion, slow the flow and
absorb runoff.

https://www.soaknh.des.nh.gov/sites/g
[files/ehbemt741/files/documents/driv
eway-infiltration-trench.pdf

Rain Garden

A sunken, flat-bottomed garden that
uses soil and plants to capture,
absorb and treat stormwater. It helps
to reduce stormwater runoff and
recharge groundwater.
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https://www.soaknh.des.nh.gov/sites/qg/
files/ehbemt741/files/documents/rain-
barrel.pdf

Rain Barrel

A container that captures rainwater
from your roof to temporarily store it
for use later in dry conditions. It helps
to reduce runoff.

https://www.soaknh.des.nh.gov/sites/g/
files/ehbemt741/files/documents/water
-bar.pdf

Water Bar

A device used on gentle slopes along
paths, driveways and roads to divert
runoff into vegetated areas. It helps to
reduce erosion and runoff.

https://www.soaknh.des.nh.gov/sites/qg/
files/ehbemt741/files/documents/driplin
e-infiltration-trench.pdf

Dripline Infiltration Trench

A stone-filled trench under the roof
dripline to collect water from a roof
allowing it to soak into the ground. It
helps reduce stormwater runoff.
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